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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A method for supporting 
automated management of . nrvort c. u .aed resources owned bv . 
supporter p rogram in a system having at least one repository 
and a resource managing program means, comprising the steps 

Placing all requests in a repository comprising requests and 
request attributes wherein each request defines an action to 
be performed, or a desired state to be achieved, the state 
bexng associated with a respective one of aaid resources. 
and Wherein said reqn.st .ttribut.. ..r.^ .... ,,,,, , 

name of the supporter progrnm. t-h. ..^ .^^..^d fnn^.i.... 
a unique string identifying . conf ^ an.... ^o ntain^'n^ ..^ 

requq^t. .supporter-specific rea.....i- r....^ eter.. ^ , 

status of t-he request, ^nd . v...... .„p ^^..„^ 

required to ^^v^ cute thP request- 

accessing requests by a request scheduler and reorganizing 
saxd requests into a chain of requests based on said request 
attributes; and 

invoking resource managing program means for handling the 
chain of said requests. 

2. (original) The method according to claim 1 used for 
supporting automated configuration of programs, in which 
said request define desired states of operating system 
maintained resources, wherein the method further comprises 
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the step Of invoking supporter program means for ensuring 
that said resources are set according to said requests. 



3. 



(original) The method according to claim 2 further 
comprising the step of using a standardized interface for 
said invocation of supporter programs. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 2 further 
comprising at least one of the steps of: cheOcing for 
inconsistencies caused by one or more request, generating 
one or more new request as a child request of an already 
existing request, simulating the execution of aid request, 
executing updates of resources and generating special 
requests for activation, making updates known to the 
operating system, and reversing updates done before. 

5. (original) The method according to claim 4 further 
comprising the step of generating a user-readable protocol 
in which effects of execution of one of said steps according 
to the preceding claim are logged with respective settings 
of said resources. 

6. (currently amended) A computer program comprising code 
portions adapted for performing a method for supporting 
automated management of oupportcir o>^ i i t. d resources owned bv a 
supporter proqram in a system having at least one repository 
and a resource managing program means, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

placing all requests in a repository comprising requests and 

request attributes wherein each request defines an action to 

be performed, or a desired state to be achieved, the state 
DE919990092 _3_ 
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being associated with a respective one of said resources^ 
wherein said request .ftrlbutP.. r.^r..^.^ ^f. ... 
of the supporter proaraTn. .ho ..^ ^ ^st^H fnn.t- .^nalJ hv. . 
Wque string identifying . nnnf ^ „. ^tion nnn....-,.^ 
requests supporter-speri f ir. r.rrno.. p aram.h.r. , .>.^ ---^r-nt 
status of the rprnmst. and . .to r sion .h. sunnnr^». 

reouirpd hr. av^ cute th^ reouesl-. .- 

accessing requests by a request scheduler and reorganizing 
said requests into a chain of requests based on said request 
attributes; and 

invoking resource managing program means for handling the 
chain of said requests. 

7. (currently amended) A computer program product stored on 
a computer usable medium comprising computer readable 
program means for causing a computer to perform a method for 
supporting automated management of -supporter u mi c d resources 
owned by a supporter program in a system having at least one 
repository and a resource managing program means, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

placing all requests in a repository comprising requests and 
request attributes wherein each request defines an action to 
be performed, or a desired state to be achieved, the state 
being associated with a respective one of said resources^ 
wherein said request attribntP.^ ^^m prise i^^st the n^n.^ 
of the supporter program, th^ requested functional i i-y^ ^ 
unique string identifying a ronf i g uration or^ntainina hho 
request, supporter- sp ecific reques t DarA,n^h«»r-<5. the mrr^ni- 
DE91 9990092 -^7^. ~ 
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Status of the rPrniPst , ^nH ..o^ s ion nf ^ho sunnnr^^». 
required tr. py gcute thp request- 

accessing requests by a request scheduler and reorganizing 
said requests into a chain of requests based on said request 
attributes; and 

invoking resource managing program means for handling the 
chain of said requests. 

8. (currently amended) A computer system having installed 
program mean for performing a method for supporting 
automated management of supporter omi ^ a resources owned bv ^ 
supporter proqram in a system having at least one repository 
and a resource managing program means, said method 
comprising the steps of; 

placing all requests in a repository comprising requests and 
request attributes wherein each request defines an action to 
be performed, or a desired state to be achieved, the- state 
being associated with a respective one of said resources^ 
wherein ?^i,d request attributin g comDrLsA at least hh^ n^m^ 

ot the stipporter program, the requested fnnrtlonalitv, ^ 

unique string identifvina ^ configuration containing the 
request, supporter-soecif j r r equest parameters, the current 

status of the request, and a version of the supporter 

reguired to exe cute the request ; 

accessing requests by a request scheduler and reorganizing 
said requests into a chain of requests based on said request 
attributes; and 
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invoking resource managing program means for handling the 

cnam of said requests. 

9. (currently amended) a program storage device readable 
by machine tangibly embodying a program of Instructions 
executable by the machine for performing a method for 
supporting automated management of ^iprnrta. u.ucd resources 
owned by a sup p orter p rnar. m in a system having at least one 
repository and a resource managing program means, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

placing all requests in a repository comprising requests and 
request attributes wherein each request defines an action to 
be performed, or a desired state to be achieved, the state 
being associated with a respective one of said resources and 
wherein said request attributP. ^on,p .., ^ i,,,^ 
of the supporter program, th. ^-^^ -' ^^t^H fnn^^,- ^nalitv. . 
unique string idenfifvinq a .-^nf s ^ ,,:ation 

request, support Pr-sner- if ic r^m,^..^ n^r.^.t^.. ^ the r,irr-^nh 
status of the recp^est, and a .r e rsion nf the sunnnr-l-p^ 
required to exe cute the reoue.sl- .- 

accessing requests by a request scheduler and reorganizing 
said requests into a chain of requests based on said request 
attributes; and 

invoking resource managing program means for handling the 
chain of said requests. 
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10. (original) The program storage device ' according to 
claim 9 wherein the method further comprises the step of 
invoking supporter program means for ensuring that said 
resources are set according to said requests. 

11- (original) The program storage device according to 
claxm 10 wherein the method further comprises the step of 
usxng a standardized interface for said invocation of 
supporter programs. 

12. (original) The program storage device according to 
claxm 10 Wherein the method further comprises at least one 
of the steps Of: checking for inconsistencies caused by one 
or more request, generating one or more new request as a 
chxld request of an already existing request, simulating the 
execution of aid request, executing updates of resources and 
generating special requests for activation, making updates 
known to the operating system, and reversing updates done 
before. 

13. (original) The program storage device according to 
claim 12 wherein the method further comprises the step of 
generating a user-readable protocol in which effects of 
execution of one of said steps according to the preceding 
claim are logged with respective settings of said resources. 
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